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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-249
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: April 10, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: April 12, 2012
Type of Action: Appropriation; request for emergency action
Bill Summary: The bill re-appropriates $301,192 in U.S. Department of Homeland Security grant funds within the Fire and Rescue Department budget from salary, benefits, travel, maintenance and repairs, and training accounts to the purchase of ballistic helmets, generators and pulse oximeters (devices for measuring the dissolved oxygen content in the bloodstream).  Although the bill states that emergency action is requested, the administration has since stated that emergency action is not required.
NOTE:  Although not mentioned in the bill title, the B.T. also allocates small amounts to Special Pay ($235), Pension ($7,000) and Unemployment Insurance ($3957), which is a clean-up action to fill funding shortages in those three personnel-related accounts.
Background Information: The Department of Homeland Security had been granting the City extensions to the expenditure deadline for this 2009 UASI grant but has now informed the City that the funds must be expended immediately.  Because the federal grant expenditure deadline has been advanced, the Fire and Rescue Department is transferring the grant funding from salary, benefits, travel and training accounts to the purchase of equipment which can be completed more rapidly.  Companion bill 2012-250 re-appropriates money from the 2010 UASI grant to fill the gap in salary and benefits funding created by this transfer to equipment funding.
Policy Impact Area: Public safety
Fiscal Impact: The bill re-appropriates $301,192  in federal grant funds within the Fire and Rescue Department’s budget from personnel and training expenses to equipment purchases.
Analyst: Clements
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